MIDDLE CLAYDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 9 March 2026 at 7.00 pm
in the Courtyard Claydon Estate

Present: 	Cllrs: Sir Edmund Verney (Chairman), John Riches,  Louise Gostelow, Pauline Claridge
	Clerk: Carole Jackman, Clerk

26/3/1	Apologies for absence
	Cllr Marc Linton.

26/3/2	Declarations of Interest
Cllr Sir Edmund Verney declared an interest in agenda item 6: Rosefield Solar Farm.

26/3/3	Public Participation
	None.	

26/3/4	Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 December 2025
The Council agreed that the minutes of the above meeting were correct, and the Chairman signed them. 

26/3/5	Matters Arising
None.

26/3/6	To receive and note the following reports
	6.1	Local Forum updates
		6.1.1	BMKALC
		See Cllr Riches report at Appendix 1. There was nothing further to report.
		6.1.2	Unitary update
None.
		6.1.3	Community Board
See Cllr Riches report at Appendix 1..
6.1.4	Other Forum
	None.

	6.2	Infrastructure reports
		6.2.1	East West Rail (EWR) and HS2
In addition to Cllr Riches report at Appendix 1, it was noted that work on a viaduct is the reason for the 4-way traffic lights at the Steeple Claydon/Twyford crossroad.
Cllr Riches also noted that he will request the Noise Assessment report via a Freedom of Information request if it is not produced soon.
6.2.2	Greatmoor CLG update
Cllr Claridge had not been informed of the meeting held on 2 February.
Action: Clerk to find out when the next meeting will be held.

	6.3	Cemetery
6.3.1	Tree Work
In addition to Cllr Riches report at Appendix 1, it was noted that :
· Visitors to the cemetery had commented on how good it looked and Cllr Riches advised them that it was the Parish Council which maintained it, not the Church or Buckinghamshire Council.
· The Giant Tree Circle had still not produced the trees they promised.

26/3/7	 Planning applications
PL/26/01400/RM | Proposed Base Station installation comprising of the installation of a 24m high Valmont AWTG slimline pole, complete with 4No. antenna, 1No. 0.6m dish and ground based cabinet between the existing post and rail fences | Adopted Grass Verge On Verney Road Middle Claydon MK18 2LA. (The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 16, Class A) submitted by AWTG Ltd, W3 7SR. Deadline for comment is 19 March 2026.
Cllr Riches reported that he is liaising with the land owner as he was not aware of the above planning application.

26/3/8 	Local infrastructure projects
See Cllr Riches report at appendix 1. The following also were noted:
	 8.1	Rosefield (Chair had declared an interest in this application)
Cllr Riches noted that following the Hearing the deadline for comment is 10 March 2026.
	 8.2	Statera
There were no updates available.
	8.3	National Grid Sub-station upgrade
There were no updates available.
	8.4	Statkraft Battery Installation
There were no updates available. .
8.5	Planning application 25/01865/APP by Noventum Power to erect a solar farm together with ancillary development thereto, Wings Farm, Marston Road, Granborough. No updates were available.

26/3/9 	Relocation of Kissing Gate: Footpath MCL/4/2
Following the suggestion by Cllr Mahon at the previous meeting, Cllr Riches had looked into HS2 Safety Fund to help cover the costs of moving the footpath, but had not been successful in getting any funding.

26/3/10	Finance
10.1	A balance of £8473.57 was reported as shown at appendix 2. Clerk noted that she had prepared a form to submit for a VAT reclaim of £692.56.
10.2	2025-2026 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
Clerk confirmed that she had arranged the internal audit on 11 May. 

26/3/11	Email Change of address
In addition to Cllr Riches report at Appendix 1, to comply with Assertion 10 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Report the following policies had been circulated and were approved at the meeting:

· IT 
· Data Retention 
· Data Protection 
· Publication 
· Freedom of Information .

26/3/12	Date of Next Meetings 	
  The next meetings will be held on Monday 11 May 2026 in the Courtyard Claydon Estate
· 6.30pm: Annual Parish Meeting 
· 7 pm : Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 




Signed: 

Chairman

Date

Chair closed the Meeting at 8.15pm

Appendix 1

Report for PC Meeting 09-03-2026
Local Forum updates 
BMKALC
BMKALC Executive Board met again to discuss the form of the new election mandate for the election of the Management Board.  The discussion was protracted but no final decision was made, and a further meeting is proposed to work on a recommendation for the future of the Association.
Community Board
The next Community Board meeting is scheduled for March 17th.
HS2
The monthly liaison meetings continue together with a weekly Community Update on Road works and diversions.  The Road works and diversions continue to cause problems in our local area.  There will be various extended road closures up to March April time. 
EWR
We continue to maintain contact with EWR Company to ensure that our issues and concerns about the future work on the Railway are not forgotten.
We had a face-to-face meeting with NWR Representatives at Peartree House with Mrs Denise Richardson, to discuss the damage to her property because of the Freight Trains transiting past her property.  The NWR representatives toured the property accompanied by her son-in-law, who showed them the various cracks and shifting structural damage.  They accepted the veracity of the arguments that the damage is due to the passage of the freight trains.  The outcome is that there is a formal reporting system, backed up by surveyor reports to lodge complaints.
There has been a posting, on social media, by our MP claiming that the Middle Claydon Passing Loop has been cancelled.  I pointed out that the Passing Loop is still a possibility due to the DCO permission for CS2 and if the alternative site at Newton Longville fails, the Passing Loop at Middle Claydon may well be reinstated.
We will continue to explore how our residents, who may be affected by the proposed Services, can be acknowledged and possibly compensated.
As we reported previously, we have raised the issue of the Sound Barrier design in Verney Junction.  Neither of the organisations involved in the original construction accepted that a Noise Assessment had been carried out, we have identified the Company that conducted the noise study, and I have contacted them to obtain copies of the results for our information and review.  This is to challenge the construction and design of the Noise Barrier.
National Grid (East Claydon)
National Grid continue to circulate updates.
Statera BESS and Statkraft BESS project
The Statera appeal has been granted and we await developments 

Sandhill Road – Flooding
The roadside ditches have not been cleared and we have not received an update on the negotiations between Lower Claydon Hill Farm owner Mr A Glover and Claydon Estate. The Hedge line ditch is still blocked.  Although there has been significant rain lately, there has been no flooding to report.  The metal safety barriers are not yet repaired.
The new access roads to the pylon line have not progressed.
Footpath MC 4.
No progress to report.
Middle Claydon Street Lighting
I hope the accounting system queries are now resolved.
Cemetery Tree Inspection and associated Tree Maintenance
Bicester Tree Services have completed their works as per the survey.  We also attended to assist with clearing up.  Regarding the donation of trees, I am waiting for delivery of the saplings.
New Email Addresses for the Parish Council
You may remember Carole told us about new Practice regarding Data Protection rules for smaller authorities.
Assertion 10 - Digital and data compliance (Assertion 10 added to clarify data compliance,
previously covered under Assertion 3) Note: Assertion 10 will not appear on the AGAR
until 2025-26
To warrant a positive response to this assertion, the authority needs to have taken the
following actions:
Email management - Every authority must have a generic email account hosted on
an authority owned domain, for example clerk@abcparishcouncil.gov.uk. rather than abcparishclerk@gmail.com or abcparishclerk@outlook.com which we use currently.
All smaller authorities (excluding parish meetings) must meet legal requirements for
all existing websites regardless of what domain is being used.
With the help of our website hosts we now comply with this guidance.  Our website has the required information posted.  To further comply with this policy, we have registered with the Government new email addresses for all Councillors and this will be discussed at the meeting on the 9th of March 2026.

John Riches




Appendix 2
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Date Payer Description Totals

01/04/2025 Brought forward £9,645.53 TSB 31/03/2025

11/04/2025 Bucks Council first precept payment £1,550.00

01/07/2025 HMRC VAT refund £1,123.54 Total £8,473.57

01/08/2025 npower Refund for overpayment £57.23

Income £13,926.30

19/09/2025 Bucks Council second precept payment £1,550.00 Expenditure £5,452.73

£13,926.30 Balance £8,473.57

Reference

Bank 

Stmt

Invoice 

Date

invoice

No

Payee

Description

Cemetery

general

admin

insurance

Sub/

donations

Services VAT totals

1 73

31/03/2025 32199 Eastcroft Roses Cllr farewell gift £0.00 £26.50 £26.50

2 73

31/03/2025 NBPPC Membership renewal £20.00 £20.00

3

23/05/2025 M Rose Internal audit 2024-25 £50.00 £50.00

4 73

BMKALC Subscription £25.52 £25.52

5 73

19/05/2025 652 Claydon Estate Grass cutting £295.00 £59.00 £354.00

6

02/07/2025 C Jackman Clerk Salary Apr-June 25 £204.00 £204.00

7

02/07/2025 HMRC Clerk PAYE £51.00 £51.00

8 75

Zurich Insurance £214.00 £214.00

9 75 11/07/2025 5351 TEEC Ltd

web hosting/domain/planning tracker - 

includes £24 refund for overcharging

£170.79 £34.16 £204.95

10 76

13/08/20252205095206Bucks Council Election recharges (1 May 2025) £45.00 £45.00

11

30/08/2025 13841084 npower Street lighting elec. 1.1.25-31.3.25 £21.52 £1.08 £22.60

12

30/08/2025 1341121 npower Street lighting elec. 1.4.25-30.6.25 £12.95 £0.65 £13.60

13 78

15/09/2025 838 Claydon Estate Grass cutting £295.00 £59.00 £354.00

14 78

01/10/2025 C Jackman Clerk Salary July-Sept 2025 £204.00 £204.00

15 78

01/10/2025 HMRC Clerk PAYE £51.00 £51.00

16 78

21/10/2025IN14227818npower Street lighting elec. 1 July 25 to Sept 25 £15.01 £0.75 £15.76

17

31/12/2025 C Jackman Clerk Salary Oct-Dec 2025 £204.00 £204.00

18

31/12/2025 HMRC Clerk PAYE £51.00 £51.00

19

07/01/2026MEM257116-12slcc Membership renewal £14.00 £14.00

20

npower £24.19 1.21 £25.40

21

30/06/2025 4012 M Ryley quarterly payroll (Apr-Jun) £30.00 £30.00

22

30/09/2025 4030 M Ryley quarterly payroll (Jul-Sept) £30.00 £30.00

23

22/12/2025 4048 M Ryley quarterly payroll (Oct-Dec) £30.00 £30.00

24

06/01/2025 QU-2631 Bicester Tree ServicesCemetery tree work £2,595.00 £519.00 £3,114.00

25

09/01/20262205099543Bucks Council Dog waste service 1 Apr 2025 to 31 Mar 2026 £82.00 £16.40 £98.40

26 27/01/2026

Credit Note

2310004305

Bucks Council Dog waste service 1 Apr 2025 to 31 Mar 2026 -£82.00 -£16.40 -£98.40

27

05/02/2026

2205100591

Bucks Council Dog waste service 1 Apr 2025 to 31 Mar 2026 £68.33 £13.67 £82.00

28

23/02/2026

5608

TEEC Ltd Gov.uk registration fr 1 year £30.00 £6.00 £36.00

£0.00

£0.00

Totals £3,185.00 £1,057.29 £214.00 £59.52 £232.00 £691.25 £5,452.73

Expenditure

MIDDLE CLAYDON PARISH COUNCL ACCOUNTS 2025-26

Bank Reconcilition

Income


